
 

 

LOWICK PARISH COUNCIL 

 

 
A meeting of Lowick Parish Council was held on 9th October 2008 at 7.30 p.m. in the 

Village Hall 

 

Present: Mrs S Graham, Ms M Harker, JA Huddart, PD Calder, W Perks, County 

Councillor RJD Watkin and 4 members of the public (Mr&Mrs Mann, Mr&Mrs Whitely) 

 

1.  The Chairman welcomed everyone and opened the meeting 

 

2.  Apologies for absence were received from A Fairbairn, Mrs MA Bell, SA Mather 

 

3.  Minutes of previous meeting - these were agreed as being correct 

 

4.  Matters Arising 

� Holburn Green - correspondence received from County Council 

� Dog Bins - RJD Watkin said the village should have one now as the Parish Council 

might have to pay to have it emptied after 1st April.  It was decided to request one bin 

and consult with Lowick in Bloom as to its best situation 

� The clerk has not yet contacted the police with regard to the lorries parking near the 

silos as the gates have been opened.  The situation will be monitored and as soon as 

parking becomes a problem again she will contact the police 

� There was concern expressed about the water running down the road just east of the 

silos, RJD Watkin agreed to report this 

 

5.  Planning - RJD Watkin declared a personal and prejudicial interest and left the meeting 

Application No: 08/B/0468 : Erection of 1 No dwelling and erection of temporary static 

caravan : The Croft, 31 Main Street, Lowick, Berwick-upon-Tweed. TD15 2UD 

Mr Mann, the proposed developer, outlined the changes made to the plans since the 

original application. The house has been moved back from Church Lane and the angling of 

the house was to reduce the carbon footprint to gain maximum exposure to the sun.  Mr & 

Mrs Whitely expressed concern that they will be overlooked as the land is higher than their 

bungalow, they were also concerned about drainage as the driveway will be on a slope and 

they are worried about where the water will go. Mr Mann said that Highways have asked 

for the lane to be strengthened.  Concern was also expressed about trees being felled, but 

Mr Mann said they were only trees which were becoming unsafe and some conifers. 

 

JA Huddart asked about plans for the existing property.  Mr Mann said that originally they 

were told the new building could be a replacement but now planners are saying that the 

cottage should stay and they will not know until the planning meeting what the decision 

will be.  JA Huddart questioned whether the style of the proposed development was in 

keeping with other large houses in the village. 

 

Mrs Mann requested clarification on comments made by the Parish council on the first 

planning application that the dwelling would not be in keeping with its surroundings.  JA 

Huddart responded that Lowick has a unique skyline which the Parish Council is keen to 

preserve, also that Church Lane is underdeveloped and that feature should be preserved.  



 

 

Mrs Mann said it was not clear who owned the lane. 

 

Mr & Mrs Mann and Mr & Mrs Whitely were thanked for attending the meeting and left. 

 

Discussion on the application followed and it was decided that although some of the points 

raised with regard to the initial plans had been addressed it was still felt that the size of the 

dwelling was not in keeping with its surroundings and was unsympathetic to the character 

of the village.  A dwelling of this size did not address the need for affordable housing 

within the village.  RJD Watkin rejoined the meeting 

 

5.  Finance 

The second half the precept had been received 

 

6.  Correspondence 

� Questionnaire about 2nd homes to be completed by clerk 

� Age Concern - it was agreed not to make a donation 

� Speed survey received - the average speed was 31.9 mph and it needs to be 35 mph to 

attract speed calming measures 

 

7.  Any other business 

� RJD Watkin said that 1000 people will be surveyed with regard to a possible new 

name for the County Council 

� RJD Watkin said the Government advises on where County Council money should be 

invested and the Icelandic bank was one of the highest rated 

� PD Calder reported that representatives from the Big Lottery will be visiting the 

Village Hall on 15th October 

� The clerk reported that there will be a Ceilidh in the Village Hall on 21st November in 

aid of hall funds 

� RJD Watkin suggested inviting Neil Howie from Highways to a Parish Council 

meeting in the new year. 

 

8.  Date of next meeting - 20th November 2008 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.10 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                ____________________ 

                                                                                                20th November 2008 


